I
|

1

N s

B e TR

& e

- i g

o ——

APt i el 53 i

LBy L © e T g o -

DAILY AND SUNDAY, per Vear
DAILY AKD SUNDAY, prr-Month. ..
Pustage 1> foreign eountries added.
Tus Sux, New York Ohiy
Pams- Kicaque No. 12, b ar Grand MHotel, and
Khague No. 10, Doulevard des Caputines

17 our triends who faver wi wih wanuscriph for
pubileniion wish 1o have refectsd articies retur ned, they
et In @il casen send stamps for (NGl purpnee.

e+ e ——

S
Disab liry.

The question of the Viee-President 's
acoession to the office of President dur-
ing the latter's disability having arisen,
it cannot be made clear too soon. We
therefore present on this page the ex-
baustive analysis of it printed during
the illness of President GARFIELD in THE
SUN of Sept. 12, 1581, It is a document
of the first importance, profitable for
study now! notwithstanding President
McKINLEY's marvellous progress toward
recovery makes the contingency of a
change in the Administration incom-
parably more remote than it was even
in the time of GARFIELD.

The Inviolability of the Fresideut's
Person

One of the consequences of the at-
tempted assassination of Mr MCKINLEY
will be that hereafter the free and un-

intercourse of a President
with the people will be restrained by
necessary regard for his security as an
individual and as the head of the State.

Hitherto our Presidents have gone
among the people without fear of danger,
o matter how close the pressure of the
erowds about them. The office has been
surrounded with democratic simplicity.
The President has been the most acces-
sible man in the country, both in his
official residence and as he has journeyed
through the country. Our American
customs has permitted everybody who
could reach him to shake his hand, so
that for hours together he has had to
stand and thus greet passing lines of
thousands of people until his right arm
was almost disabled by the process,
A President has been treated as veritably
the father of his people. It has been
made incumbent on his office 1o welcome
them all without discrimination; and
this democratic familiarity has steadily
{ncreased until at last it has reached a
degree of license which warns us rudely
that it subjects a President to the danger,
and at this time of anarchical mania,
even to the probability of murderous
assault

It has become obvious that for his
own safety and for the security of
our civilization the time has come
when there must be a change in the
manner of the relations of the President
to the people.

The circumstances of the assault on
Mr. MCKINLEY were very different from
those surrounding the assassinations of
LaNcoLN and GARFELD, as also were
the motives for the crime. Mr. McKin-
LEY was actually engaged in receiving
the people and democratically giving
them his hand to shake, according to
our American custom, when the shots
were fired at him by a miscreant who
had reached him in the line under the

of a desire to receive the friendly

It is impossible to protect

a President from violence under such

circumstances, In  his absolute con-

fidence in the people he offers himself

a8 a sure target for the assassin and a

regiment of armed men gathered about
him could not protect him from assault.

LixcoLy was assassinated while seated
in & box at a play, not while engaged
in such intercourse with the people,
and at a time when the rancor of a great
civil war remained to madden a spirit
like that of WiLKES BooTH. Any mon-
arch in the world, no matter how closely
his movements were guarded and how
sacred the official regard for his person
might have met the same fate under the
same circumstances,  President  Gan-
PIELD was in a railway station at Wash-
ington and about to enter & train for a
trip to New York and New England
when he was shot by Guiteav. He
was not inviting the assault in a great
concoumse of people to whom he had
offered unguarded courtesy. as the
President did at the Buffalo Fair. Un-
doubtedly, if the station had been kept
clear of people until President GARFIELD
had passed through, the danger of assas-
sination might have been minimized

for the moment, but it would have
remained. The assassin  could have
found another opportunity, and we

have seen that the most closely guarded
sovereigns can never be kept safe from
Anarchistic vengeance

If the Anarchist who shot Mr. McKis-
LEY was determined to commit the
erime doubtless he could have found
another opportunity than that afforded
by the President’s visit to the fair; but
the way was made easy for him, for any
miscreant, however feehle of wit, by the
unrestrained aceess  allowed and by
our old democratic custom of expecting
the President to shake the hand of
every one approaching him, no matter
how great or what the composition of
the crowd.  During his journevs through
the Union this vear Mr. MCKINLEY has
thus been brought into actual physical
contact with many thousands of people
in many places  So eager was the desire
to get close 12 him and to shake his hand
that oftentimes he was jostled about
by the crowds and roughly treated

in the press, as if he was a haiequin on |

free show [t i« true that the people

were full of respect for him and his office, |

but they felt that he belonged to them
and they had a right to foree upon him
their uncomlortable attentions It was
the Ameriean way, and when this was
a simple community it was a good
enough way, democratic, exprossive of
the popular equality under our political
syslein, gonuine and hearty
Now, however, we have had

!
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Another kind of sanctity or inviola-
bility appertains to the office of the
It was referred to by Secre-
tary HAY when he said “ it is not to be
doubted that the fearful calamity which
threatens the American people is due
largely, if not exclusively,” to the
methods of base journals which ' have
placed the Chief Magistrate of this

|

| Republic in the light of a monster bevond
| the pale of known laws and known

rights.” Cosrse cartoons have held
up the President to ridicule and con-
tempt or as a target for vindictive hatred
as a low and sordid tool of base con-
spiracies against the popular wellure.
The dignity of the greatest office on
earth has been besmattered with mud
from the vilest journalistic sewers.
That outrage will no longer be tolerated
by the sense of public decency and by
law; and those who abet it, whether
they are in trade or in religion, and
whatever their conventional respecta-
bility, will fall into deserved reproach

‘I'he American people hereafter will
guard the person and protect the char-
acter of their President against the as-
sault of the murderous and the vile

Will the Virginia Democrats Keep
Their Word ?

Mr. Grass, a distinguished member
of the Virginia Constitutional Conven-
tion, defended in that body last week
the proposition to promulgate the re-
vised Constitution without giving the
voters the chance to accept or reject it.
He put forward and seemed to get a
triumphant satisfaction out of this
proposition:

“ 1 pegro enfanchisement was & «rime as we have
contended for thirty years, it would be moral coward
lee and eriminal neglect of & solemn public obligation
in this convention Dot 10 right Whe wrong as far as
1 lawfully may [Applause | If, on the contmary,
the 146,000 black voters of this Commonweaith are
N1 and compeient 10 pass upon the work of this Con-
stitytional Convention involving the wery easence
and Intrieacies of eivll government— ithey are Al and
competent 10 sssume the ordinary prerogatives of
citizenship, and the crime of enfranchisement would
pale Into insignificance beside the crime of  dis
franchisement. | will restale the proposition in
reverse order  If the 146,000 black people of this
Commonwealth are At and compelent o pass upon
the work of this Constitutional Convention, they are
£t and compeient 1o assume (he ordinary prerogatives
of cllizenship, and ought not 10 be disfranchised
It \hey are not 0% and competent of \he ordinary
priviieges of ciizenakip, then ' would be an awlul
tespoasibility, which | for one will never assume
W permit them 0 pass upon the fundamenial law
of this Commonwealth ~

This is a mere straddling from the real
question. The Virginia Democrats are
under ‘' a solemn public obligation, "'
a distinct and voluntary promise to sub-
mit the new Constitution to the people
Be the 146,000 black people fit or unfit,
they are no fitter or more unfit than
they were when the promise was made.
Are the Virginia Democrats men of honor,
men of their word, or are they not? Will
they write themselves down as liam?
Fven in a State which contains 146,000
black voters, white men are supposed
not to lie.

Some clear-headed Democrats i the
convention and out of it are telling the
men who want to force the Constitution
on the State without consulting the
voters that such a course means trouble
for the Democratic party of Virginia.

The Rioters of McKeesport,

How completely McKeesport is at the
mercy of lawlessness, and how defiant of
the law are the members of the Amal-
gamated Association is apparent from
this morning’s news,

On Saturday nearly a thousand men
went 1o work in the mill of the National
Tube Company. The body of them had
to be got into the mill by * strategy.”
But by Monday morning the strikers
had surrounded the works entirely,
and as & result a mere handful of men
got to their places.

To imagine, in the face of the steady
increase of activity in the Steel com-
pany's mills elsewhere, that the National
Tube Company's workers of Saturday
would become idlers on Monday without
intimidation is absurd.  They were kept
away by threats of bodily harm. They
were overawed and browbeaten by the
crowd of
BLACK stands patting on the back,

The ruffians who thus forcibly barred
other men from working may be praised
as orderly by the official of the Amal-
gamated Association and commended
as peaceful by foolish people, for
on this eccasion they shed little or no
blood. But they are guilty of outrage
not essentially different. They are rioters

an awful |

| that must be dispersed and taught
| mooner or later that violation of other
people’s right to labor without mol-
estation s not more tolerable than
:Nmm.«a.

Stringency of money at our financial
centres, due to the absorption of money
into the National Treasury by the ex-
cess of Government receipts over Gov-
ernment expenditures, a process which
has time and time again in our country’s
history produced panics and business
disasters, is agamn manifest

The associated banks of our eity
appealed yesterday, as they have ap-
pealed on many other occasions in past
| yoars, for relief from this locking up
of public funds that is now going on. We
‘ are sorry to sayv that their action does

not comport very well with ther dee.
" larations of extreme confidence regard.

lawbreakers whom Mayor.-.

|

ing " easy money ' and rosy predictions |
that the “ banks were able to take care |

of the situation " that were heard very
recontly, and we confess that we think
the Secreiary of the Treasury will be

somewhat puzzied to find what belp | lnior contracts dictated wages

in
banks throughout the country are al-
ready very large. They have never
been made in the past except upon the

$90,000,000 worth of Government bonds
in excess of the quantity actually re-
quired by them for the purnose of bank
note circulation and as security for the

enter upon the deposit of puhliv money
with banks upon other security than
bonds. The Secretary

open market, but this would involve
bidding above the prevailing market
price. That price does not now tempt
sales of Government bonds by savings
banks and other investment holders.
It is obviously a wasteful and prepost-
erous system of conducting bational
finances which enforces bond issues at
one time for the purpose of repairing a
Government deficit and again compels
the purchase of bonds at a high price for
the purpose of reducing an unwieldy sur-
plus.  Under this system, a general esti-
mute has to be made of the future ex-
penses and revenue of the Government
and taxation laid accordingly. These
estimates, in nine cases out of ten, prove
faulty and result in either deficit or sur-
plus, either one of which is an evil and
brings financial trouble.

The only real remedy for the dificulty
is the establishment of a great single
national bank after the method of all
other countries of the civilized world,
where the public money will always be
at the public's, demand

JoMANNES vOoN MiQueL, whose sudden
death was announoed yesterday, is likely
to hold & higher place in the history of
the German Empire than his contempo-
rarles conceded to lim. A Hanoverian
by birth, he exerted hinwelf after the Seven
Weeks' War to make his countrymen acoept
the new order. He was a born adminis-
trator, and proved his qualities in municipal
affairs by holding for many years the office
of Burgermeister of Osnabriok in West-
phalia and later of Frankfort-on-the-Main
German Mayors are persons traluned for
the office.

In the Reichstag. as a leader of the National
Liberal party, when that party held power,
he was a man of influence in the committoos
that put into shape the organization of
the new Empire. He was chairman of the
committes that codified the German laws,
he helped to plan the scheme of German
bureaucracy, and when the statesmen
and warriors who had made the Empire,
the BrsMancxs and MOLTKES, were retired,
MiQueL was retained to keep the Prussian
nchine ‘in working order

Eleven years ago the Kaiser appointed
him Prussian Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance. MIQUEL'S task was a difficult
one; his own political party was iu a hope-
less minority, and he was obliged to de-
pend on Conservatives and Agrariaus (o
support his master's schemes. At the same
time he was obliged to devise financial
measures to back Witueiym 11 's ambitious
plans.  With Carmivi and HoMmENLONE,
Chancellors who retained some of the tradi-
tlons of the earlier days, he was able to get
along; with voN BUELOW, who seetis anxious
w forestall Lis master's wishes, he could
not. There was trouble over the Kalser s
pet project for a great canal system a year
ago and last spring VON MIQUEL'S resigna-
von was demanded

In Germany the astuteness with which he
managed political parties has  obscured
somewhat his extraordinary servioes as
an administrator and as a financier. He
was calied popularly *der alte MigueL,”
& parody on the niokname for the German
people “der deutschie MioueL,™ and with
all the grumbling at his measures of taza-
tion, the nickname testifies to a sort of
affection, due to the faith of the Germans
in his honesty of purpose and to their recog-
nition of what he had done (o help make
them & united nation.  Fault can undoubt-
edly be found with his economic ideas and
the concessions he' made for pelitical pur-
poses, but he never lost sight of German
interests

It is probable, therefore, that when the
annoyance of paying for the great works
undertaken s past, German history will
find & place in the second rank, behind its
heroes, BisManck, MoLTak, the old Kaiser
and the good Kronpring, for the able and
honest. administrator who helped to make
their work lasting, JOHANNES vON MIgUeL,

The interesting test of motor vehicles
which began yesterday in  this  eity
and will terminate in Buffalo next Sat-
urday afterncon, s not be,  like
the Frenchmen's race, a speed compe-
tititon, but rather & demonstration of the
machines’ all-round qualities for long-
distance travel. The maximum rate at
which the chauffeurs may proceed, if they
comply with the rules of the contest, is
fifteen miles per hour in the open country
and sight miles per hour intowns and cities
~the limit of speed allowed by law. It is,
of course, impossible to say that every one
of the seventy-seven swarters will observe
strictly the speed ‘tegulations;, but the
performances of thoss who fail s to do
will not receive the official indorsement
of the supervising committee

While people in some parts of this country
deory the automobile for what seem to
others comparatively trivial reasons, the
most conspicuous example of this tendency
has lately been furnished in Franoe. Since
the great race which took place between
Paris and Berlin, residents along the line
of that contest have been loud in their
depunciation of the self-propelled * de-
mons * During that race three huhan
beings loat their lives, hall a dozen others
were maimed, and no end of destruction
was wrought among chickens, duocks,
goese, lambs, pigs, &c. And the * anti-
autoists © find additional cause for regret
in the fact that all this sacrifice involved
the life of only one chauffeur.

The speed of the contestants in the Paris-
Berlin race certainly was terrific; and, like-
wise, doubtless, the pace maintained this
summer by the automobile scorchers in
America, notably in Newport, has grosaly
excended the limit preseribed by law.  But
offences of this desoription on the part of a
few chauffeurs of the over-sealous sort con-
stitute no ground whatever for condemn-
ing the automobile as a conveyanoe. The
fault lies with the drivers, not with the
machines. The automoldle s a great

and profitable institution, and if any fault |

i to be found with its use, let the hlame be
placed where it belongs, namely, with s
driver

Tabwr i no longer servile Wha! the
Julssrer s hire shall be, and how his work shall
he performed are not (o be ovh!nmr,u.
termined by the man who employs him M
Lows Pobitical Revwew

Unly fooks ever thought that one part y te
One party

warning shat there has entered inlo our | he can give ynder the circumstances. pever did, and one party never will

|
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|
|
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ScklE 10, 1801,
ANGER AND DISGUST. DISARILITY,
Whe Is Guilty in the Pesple’s Eyes. The Question of the Viee-Presideat's As-
sumption of the President’'s Duties Ex-

To tan Epiton or Tus Sux—8r: 70:

permeating society in this country, notably
within the period covered by the last two
Presidential campaigns, and the awful act
which has just appalied the nation is its nat-
ural outcome Evidently an influence has
been at work, artful and intelligent, operating
upon the ignorant, viclous and unscrupulous
element n the substratum of soclety, foster-
lug for the meanest ends this
spirit

How widespread is this epirit® Show
me the paper you read and | will show you
the manner of man you are. Those who are
smused with anarchical sentiments are well
on the road toward embracing them, and
the idle man prompted by this kind of curi-
osity I8 the most fertile ground in which the
evil send can be sown

When the better element of our peopls,
those who really repudiste and detest these
doctrines, shall refuse to purchase, read or
harbor these detestalile sheets, we shall then
e in & position 1o reckon the relative strength
of the party which is in favor of civilization
and good government and of that which s
opposed to them Let the motte be - touch
pot, taste not, handie not. It is no excuse 1o
say yo did not kuow the gun was loaded

YONKERS, Sept 8 G

To THE EpiTon or Tus Sux—Sir: There
oan be no question but that the yellow jour-
nals are primarily respoasible, not ounly for
this attempted assassination of our beloved
President, but for & large percentage of exist-
Ing crime and la wiessness  To me It is simply
amazing that some of our leading financiers
have not wet a viclent death at the hands of
persons deluded and mentally poisoned by
these miserable, wicked sheets. 1 am usually
capuble of expressing myself clearly and to
the point, but 1 am simply overcome and
speeachless and my vocabulary & hopeless
jumble when 1 attempt to depict in Anglo-
Sazon the horrer and depravity of their
publications. A special Anarchistic Secret
service Department should be organized in
every city, town and hamlet in the United
States for the detection and appreliension
of this class of eriminal Anarchists, and us
euch one thousand is corralled, tow them
five hundred miles to sea and then scuttle
the ship, and let the Goldman woman and the
“Yellow Man” be placed in the first batch
towed out of New York harbor

Jasmes F PesxpLETON

New YORK, Sept ¢

To e Epiton or Tux BoN - Sir The
editorial in to-day's issue of THE SUN, under
the headline, “The Spirit of Anarchy.” has
filled the measurs of my approbation to
the brim, for which 1 desire to thank you

It has been enthusiastionily indorsed by
hundreds of our citizens to-day, as 1 am sure
it will be by the musses at large who love
law and order

W hen the I.cclnln‘un-c of the several Ntates,
as well as (ongress, are moved to enact
Jaws 10 punish or suppress these treasonahble
organizations, whose tission upon earth
seems to be to kill or destroy, attention also
of & drastic and restraining nature- should
he given to their friends who are legitimately
acoessories before the faet 1o all aots of their
villainy, and from whom they receive the en-
couragement of moral support

I mean, of course, such yellow journals
as the New York Journel and Werld papers
that have brought opprobrium and dis-
grace upon decent journslism everywhere

Wasnixag1on, D U, Bept & RF¥ K

To THe Epiron of THE Sux S It s at
Jeast gratifying to learn that the dastardly
attempt upon our President s life has awak-
ened public sentiment 1o the danger which
lurks in the foulness of yellow journalism
I'he belohings of one paper in (his oity,
through its so-called editonal columns, have
outlined during the last year a doctirine as
pernicions and as mmnd-corrupting o Lhe
uneducated, as ever the reddest Red con.
ceived in the depths of s ignorant infamy

NEw YORK, Sept. » L. J.

To tue Eptron or Tur Svx Sir The
vellow journals have asserted time and again
that Willlam McKinley was a lool of the
trusts, that his imperialistic tendencies were
at variatnce with the interests of the common

ople "N
NYNACLRE, Sapt. 8
To e Epiror or THwe SUx -Sir The

attempt on the President’'s lifa must be
biessing 1o the owners of our anarchistic
press, the World and Jowrnal They may
well rejolee, but their time will come

A REapen oF Tue Soy

To tar Forron or THe NN - Se The
assissin who fired the bullets at President
McKinley was in all likelihood & “constant
render” as well as & stanch admirer of the
yellow Journai's editorial page

N 8 SKIDELSKY

PHILADELPRIA, Sept &

To e Ep1vor or Tux 8ux - Sir - In con-
sideration of the risk of danger attending the
custom of universal and indiscriminate hand-
shaking of the President and other author-
ities on public occasions, may it not be well
1o dispense with that practice in the future,
open as it is to dangerous abuse on the part
of evil-disposed persons presenting them-
selves’ A Reaper or Tag SUN

L1 3 -

U nconsidered (lospltalily.
From London Truth

During one of the hottest of the recent spalls
of hot weather & well-kpown baronet cama
across three workmen engaged on & job on his

estate  One of t remarked, as workmen
yot unfreguently do, on 1:& yness of the joh
hu- heat had perha oxtended itselfl to the

haronet's temper . at any rate he turnad away
with the reply, "If you are thirsty, vou know
where the well i» ‘:u will ind » rcl there
Thinking over his remark a little later, It

shed across the baropet's mind that had

iven orders for three hottles of cham f"
o be put into the pail and lowered into the
er He hastened 1o the
well and disco three empty botties!
s e———————

Muddy. Slushy, Dusty Loadeon.
From the Lanest

In spite of, or possibly because of Parliament, the
London County Counell. the metropoiilan boroughs,
and \he lighting and grater companies, Londoa is
possibly the most \nconvenient and most untidy ity
of Europe. The streets are either muddy. siushy
or dusty  they are [ivlersd with siraw. cabbage leaves,
newspaper posters and omoibus lekets  they are
constantly being grubbed up for some reason of other;
barre's of heer, coals, and other goods are delivered
across the footways at all hours of the day. omni
buses are allowed 1o block the streets pretty much as
they please, and chimneys are allowed o make the
ir NIhy because they “cannot gel Welsh coal &

So long &5 London s governed by or rather o
dependent for s due reguiation upen. & number of
bodies all independent of each other, so long will
nuisances of various kindgs continue. We make no
Sugeestion as 10 who should be the governing body
but that there should be ane s ceriain

Al Old Yale Ruliding Torn Down
From the New Maven Evening Negister
Tue transformation of the old Yale campus s com-
plew The last of the college bulldings marked for
destruction (his summer has been raped.  The ald
Treasury bullding, Norih Coliege and Lyceum Hall
harve been levelied during the summet vacation which
s now drawing 0 & close, and nothing now remains
10 mark Wheir stie except newly seeded plots which
have been graded and which within & few monibs
will lsave no trace of the bulldings which have covered
them for & eomtury .

Married Life tn Londen.
From ihe London Gilobe
A woman whe Wok oul & summons Agalost her
hushand yesterday for assault staled That she pos
arned elght hospital cards as souvenins of
Athe'r matrimonial disputes

A Warming Note
CAceursed the hand that ladd him jow
The chosen frerman of the free
The comard s eruel. dastard blow
Almed o ot law and bty
s round the world, while mid (he grie!
That universal wells we heat
An outraged Nation s solema brief
Houng oot In warning sote and clear
Pean wuh the mating mmpant Red
And rreriasting sigma W
The ‘Vellow' rut whose paisen ol
Toe Bend wie felied the bare and tree *
Francs T. Leawy,

| atoms, still, in & little while he will drop

1n case of the removal of the President from offee,
of ki death, of Laabllity 1o discharge the powers and
Guties of the sald office, the same shall devoive on the
Vice President: and the Congress may. by law, provide
removal, dealh, resignalion. o Ina-
and Viee President,
shall then act as President
and such ofoer shall act accordingly, until the lis
ability be removed of & Prestdent sball be clected

The words inability and disability are
obviously used as synonymous in this sec-
tion of the Constitution; and the lexicog-
raphers define them as synonyms

What do these words, as used in the Con-
stitution, mean?

Disability niay be moral, inteliectual,
or physical or it may be all three of these

Myst a President be disabled in all three
respects - that is, morally, intellectually,
and physically to authorize the assump-

tion of his office Ly the Vice-Prosident?

Not necessarily, we apprehend. If he '
were physically strong, and yet in & con- |
dition of dementia, or of hopeless insanity, |
we conclude the case provided for by the |
Constitution would have arisen

No if his inteliect retained its bright ness
and clearness, but he were speechless and
unable to move, such a condition, if of suM- I
cient permanency, might fill the Constitu-
tional requirement of inability or disability
which would authorize and require the
Vice-President to exercise the powers and
duties of President

But we do not conceive that every tran-
slent or temporary suspension of certain
mental or physical powers of the President
comes within this Constitutional provision

All but one of the Presidents that this
country has ever had, have been disabled
to discharge the powers and duties of the
office about one-third of the time, or eight
hours out of twent y-four, by sleep, which the
old Greeks tell us is the brother of death
Yet no Viee-President aver conesived the
idea of taking the oath of office as President
the moment the President fell aslesp

The exception was John Quincy Adams,
who used to limit his sleep to four hours, and
at 4 o'clock in the morning, stripped to the
skin, his clothes lving on the bank of the
river, ho would be swashing about in the
Potomac.  This was his quinine to guard |
against the malaria of the White House

But even Mr Adams- great and glorious
old man eloquent, the friend of humanity,
the fearless champion of liberty as we re.
member him - used to make up for his very
limited rest by little naps in the evening
In conversation with a friend he would make
a few remarks, and while the friend was re-
plying he would fall asleep  As he alroady
knew almost everything, he did not need to
hear the answer, and when the sound of the
friend’s voice died away he would rouse up,
and, with a constant out pouring of a flood of
instruction, continue the conversation

Still, during these brief naps Mr. Adams
may be sald to have been literally disquali-
fied to discharge the powers and duties of
President

And in the chrysalis, imperfectly devel-
oped state of existence, in which we are In
this world, most men are as good as dead,
lost in the embraces of the brother of death,
Just about one-third of the time

Our helplessness in this partioular was
once powerfully set forth by William H
Seward in a memorable interview which
we held with him at his house in Washing-
ton. *Why, «ir," sald b, “it is but a few
hours & man can keep awake anyway.  If he
is tied to the mouth of a loaded cannon and
knows that just as soon as he goes to sleep
it will be fired off, and ke will be blown 1o

to sleep, simply because he cannot keep
awake any longer *

It may be argued that when & President
is asleep he may be readily awakened,
and restored from his temporary disability;
and when he i= voluntarily absent he may
soon return; just so the doctors have nearly
all mlong been telling us that Gen. Garfield
was doing well, and would be restored
from his temporary disability if any such
disability existed

Presidents are like other men in this re-
spect. Temporary inability to discharge
the powers and duties of the office falls on
them upon the average about three hun-
dred and sixty-five times & year, every
yoar of a term

Now, it cannot be any inability or dis-
ability of this kind that the Constitution
means. It must be not only a disability
in one respect, or in more respects than one,
but it must be of & considerable degree
of permanency

Moreover, the inability or disability
must be certain, and not, by any possibility,
merely conjectural or maginary

To come directly to the question which
now agitates the public mind, and is under
discussion by the leading public journals
Does the condition of James A Garfield

t & case of disability such as is pro-
m for by the Constitution?

We think not

What executive duty has he failed to
perform?

The public offices to which the President
appoints are, with very few exceptions,
all filled. It is true there are a great many
applicants for the removal of existing
officers and for appointnent to the vacan-
oles thus to be created; but the President
is under no Constitutional obligation within
any limited period, or at any time, to even |
consider these applications.  For not doing
it he may be shot, as he was shot by Guiteau,
or otherwise feloniously assaulted; but
he cannot for such cause be removed or
superseded. The patriots now in office
are kindly willing to continue in the service
of their country, while the outsiders, greedy
and clamoring for their places, are prob-
ably no further distant from the posts
they covet with Garfield President and
ill, than they would be with Arthur Presi-
dent and well. Thisx may be cold comfort
but it s all there is for them

The duty of delivering up. under treatios,
fugitives from the justice of certain coun- |
tries in the only case which has arisen
since the President was wounded, hae/ been |
complied with, the President afixing his |
own sign manua! to the warrant of extra-
dition

But suppose there should be a little delay
in the execution of these treaty stipulations,
the warm expression of sympathy for the
President by the heads of those Govern-
ments with which we have extradition trea-
ties shows how little they would be inclined
to make unreasonable complaints while it
s safe 1o say the fugitives would be willing
towalt  TheCourt of Appeals of the State
of New York kept under adviemont for
many weeks the question of the rendition of |
st alleged fugitive on the requisition of the |
Governor of a State, and even adjourned
over a vacation before deciding the case

The Constitution directs that the Presi.
dent shall receive Ambassadors and other |
public Ministers but it does not say when |
he shall reewive them Al the Presidents,
from Washington down, have voluntanily
placed themseives in a state of temporary
inabithy for the performance of this duty,
by abtwenting themselves from the capital
Hamillon in the rml

It s not for a tem disability such
a8 every President of the United States
has voluntarily inourred, and for a cir-
ouwmstance regarded by the framers of
the Constitution, such men as Hamilton,
as of no consequence, that (ien Glarfield
is to be set aside

The duties of the President are differ-
ent at different times aund under differcnt
clroumstances. In time of war his duties
are far different from his duties in time of
peace. 8o he might be absent from the
capital, either from choice or from illness,
during & vacation of the National Legis
lature for & length of time that would not
be permissible when Congress was in
wossion
President that “he shall from time (o tine
give 1o the Congress information of the
state of the Unilon, and recommend 1o
their consideration such messures as he
shall judge necessary aml expedient
The President may be entirely disabiled
for the performance of such a task to-day,
and yot, when Congress meots, he may be
as well able to discharge the duty as he
ever was.  Such not iimpossible contingency
affords no case of disability which would
warrant the Viee-President in supersed-
ing the President

Mr. Colfax says: *Congress has doubiless
erred in not settling by law how the
Constitutional ‘inability’ of the President
should be determined ®* * * It is a casus
omisaus "

With due submission, we maintain a con-
trary view. Al that Congress cat onst
tutionally do in the premises would be
merely declaratory. They can declare
that in their opinion disability exists, Lut i
would be & mere declaration, not an adjudi-
cation It would be evidence entitled to
the consideration of the Viee-President,
and to more or less weight, according 1o the
deliberation and unanimity with which 1t
should e made.  Suppose the House of Rep-
resentatives should pass such a resclution
after a tie, merely by the vote of the
Speaker; and suppose the Senate should
pass the same resolution by the vote of its

e -

Grant, which the Infer Ocean reports in
these words:

I anything was done. the phy siclans should cer
iy 10 the Cablnet (hat the) considered (L |reside
unable to perform the duties rguired « "

rndfores

the Cablnet might consider (Ais et fer
Hivthe \loe President, requesting him 1o net as Pres
dent during Gen. Gatfeld s disaliig rw

nothing legal aterut this bl G
ould sce po oL wa
These views might more HUngly come
from a Mexican adventurer or an Italia
bt than from s toan who has e Pres
dent of the United States for sigin
The coolness with which Gen . Grant 0,
of placing a man in the office of Presiden:

Grant sald
for areomplishing the ee

Yo

| & procecding that “there was nothing leg

{ from the

The Constitution requires of the

" |

aboul™ may sorve 1o starthe the Aner
|~~u;»l» at the narrowness of their esoa)
greatest of dangers when the
thwarted this man's unhiatlowed amtae
for a third term
But even Gen Grant agrees with s
the chief practical point He savs: *There
18 no present necessily The tiove rnment can
pet along well enough until Congress meets *
It is not unworthy of remark that Seaator
Hoar of Massachusetts a ripe scholar and
learned lawver, who has been mouch talked
of by friends of Gen Arthur for Secretary of
Niate, in the event of Geo, Garfield's deat i,
richicitles the idea of there being a Consy.
tutional case of disability at
It should be borne 0 mind that there can
be o partnership in the offioe of President
The Constitution provides that “the sxm
tive power shall be vested in a Prosident o
the United States ™ The indefinite artic.
@ means one The
Executive was fully considered by the cor
vention that framed the Constitution, and
was rejected Many years afterward (e
plan of & dual Executive was earnestly 5
vocated by John C. Calhoun; but it n
with no favor from the people
When the Viee-President
the offiee, he President 1
point has been a good deal discussed, |
we think the contemporansous oonsty

Present

proposition of a plura

s00eeds

becomnes

| tion of a similar provision o an early deaft

I plan for a Constitution, as

presiding officer, it would require a bold |

Vice-President to grasp the helm of State
with such a stormy sea befcre him

It is beyond the power of Congress 1o av-
thorize any tribunal to decide this question
except the courts of the United States. It

| would be a case arising under the Constitu-

tion of the United States, the exclusive
Jurisdiction of which is reposed, by the
Constitution, in the United States judi-
ciary; and of which exclusive jurisdiction
the United States courts cannot be deprived
except by a change of the Constitution

Mr. Robeson has been ridiculed a good
deal for saying that the Viee-President him-
self must decide the question of disability
But if Mr. Colfax is correct, that this is a
casus omissua then Mr Hobeson s sup-
ported by very respectable authority. Levi
Woodbury, one of the ablest and roost
Jearned of American jurists, Lo at differ-
ent periods of his life adorned the Senate,
the Cabinet and the bench, said

When questions atise, not confided to the Judiciary
of the States or the L niled States, fhe oMoers con
corned in those guestions must [hemselves decide [hem

It was never intended by the framers of |

the Constitution that the Viee-President
should take the office of Presudent where
the disability of the President could faurly
be called in question. It must be a clear,
undoubted case for him to act; for other-
wise he acts at his own lmminent peril
There has never been a day sinoe Gen . Ciar-
field was wounded when Gen. Arthur
could have assumed the office of President
with any safety to himsell or any prospect
of retaining it; for if he should seize it
unwarrantedly, he would subiect hinwelf
to impeachment. He could take the oath
of office here as well as at Washington,
but what magistrate would consent to ad-
minister the oath under such circumstances?
Arrived at Washington, would the Supwr-
intendent of the Publio Grounds admit
him to the White House?
occupancy of the Executive Mansion s
not essential to the administration of the
Government, and Andrew Johnson lived
at a hotel some time after he became Prosi
dent But would the army and navy and
the principal civil officers obey or observe
his orders?

At the very eve of Lis departurs from
Washington Gen. Garfleld  manifosted a
self -possession, a thoughtfulness and an
acuteness in which his numerous physicians,
nurses and attendants were all found lnck-
ing. According to our estoemnsd
temporary, the Tribune, it was the President
himself who, after the preparations were
all completed, made the important and vital
suggestion that a well man should be first
carried downstairs on the Led that had
bewny M‘M_ 10 tewt 2t He has selocted
from among his physicians those to be
discharged and those to be retained, a task
fully as difficult and delicate as removing
and appointing public officers.  These things
do not argue the existence of that dis-
ahility provided against in the Constitution
It is true the President has sinoe been much
worse. but if there be anvthing that would
shock the sensibilities of all the people of
this country, creating an intense revulsion of
foeling against the Viee-President it would
be the exhibition of an indecent haste to step
into the shoes of a dying President

It is not surprising that the unprecedented

To v sure, the

oone-

situation should have given rise to a great |

variety of proposals. Among these some,
attributed to different members of the
Cabinets, have been very ridiculous.  Such
was the suggestion that Gen. Garfield
should invite Gen Arthur to the White
House to sign the most important docu-
ments; in other works, to become the
Wnt'- clerk or secrotary'  Another
was that the President should exercise one
of the largest and most extraordinary of
all his powers, that of convoking an extra
session of Congress, to prepare the was
for the smooth ascent of the Vice-President
to his office thus, however, conchusive!y
disproving his own disability’

As he has shown himself capable of wri
ing a letter to his aged mother, it 1 bel oved
that he could at least afix his signatn
his own political death warram 11,
barbed arrow that is to pleroe his brogs:
they will invite him to shoot from his own
bow' Then shall be applicalile to the Pres
dent Lord Byron's lines on Henry Kirke
White

8o the struck eagle. stretehed upon the piatr

No more through rolling cdouds 40 soar sgait

Viewed his own feather on the fatal dart

And winged the shaft that gu'vered (n his heart

It was stated that the doctors would
broach this matter to their patient W ol
not oredit the rumor  Their businews = ¢
hoal the sick, 1ot to advise Bm 1o comm ot
sulcide for anybody 's benefit

An invilafion from ewm o Wld 1o ties
Arthur to take the offics of Presmides! wou
Aave no legal effect unlens 1t wae » .
and addreased as to amount f0 0 res gaeti
in which case it W certain tha! Gien
i the event of he recovery, could vt ros
the offfier. 1t s ot Tor the feim i
off and take on the oMo of Pros '
onn convenlanoe or pleasry

But the most objectionabie of o -

on thin Important sabject w
ve fallon under our notioe, @ that of Gen

|
i

he ariginal
reported |

of the Constitution settles it

the Committee of Detall, contained no pr
vision for a Viee-President of the T nned
States; but it did provide that in case
1 hes death, resignation, or dis
ability of the President
powers and duties of his offion, the Pres«
dent of Nenate shall
powers and duties until another Preside:
of the United States be chosen or
the disability of the President be remove
and relerring to the clause, Mr Wik
of Pennsvivania remarked that “the Pre.
dent of the Senate was to be President of
the United Stales * * *  in cases of »
cancy " and Mr Madison, who immedinte
followed hin in the debate, said: *The Pres
dent of the Senate also is to be occasiona
Premident of the | nited Statea ™

James Wilson was one of the ablest me:,
thoere can be

'
removal,
to discharge e

the CRercise —er

ur

in the and
higher authority on the interpretation of
the Constitution than James Madison . a
here we have conclusive proof that o tl
opinion of these two, among the gint!
of the convention, A clanse
upon the Viee-President authority to

tonventon,

oonferning
v
Clse The powers and duties of Presider
in & certain contingency, conferred upon
i, if the contingency arose, the «Mow
of President

Whether, when the offioe of President
devolves upan the Viee-President, on ac-
count of the mahility of President
hee 1= tor hodd the offioe until the axpiration
of the torm of four vears for which he was
eloctedd, or whether the President, if hs
inability is removedd, is to resume his offiow,
we consider an open gquestion

An argument that the Viee-President,
onee in the oMo of President | isto holdon to
the end of the term, may be derived from
the fact that in the original draft providing
for the sucvession of the \uw-rl‘rwtdw\',
there was a distinet hmit to the period for
which he should exercise the powers and
dutiess of President by the addition of
these words  “Until another Premdent b
chowen , or until the inability of the Premide?t !
remored " whoereas in the Constitution ss
adopted this limitation is omitted as to the
Ve President, but retained as to any other
officor who mav be callsd to act as Pres
dent “AfMirmative words " savs  Chief
Justion Marshall, “are often, in their ope
ation, negative of other objects than those
aMirmexd ©  Applying this rule of construon.
tion to the clause of the Constitution under
consideration, does not the affirmative i
itation of the office of President to anv
other officer who may suceeed to {*, and
the omission of it in the provision for the
sucvession of the Vice-President, show that
the limitation is not applicable to tha Vie
President; more especially as in the eariy
draft it was in terms extended to the Vice.
President, but in the Constitution as adopted
is deliberately omitted as to him?

Wa know very well that this view is at
variance with the construction eammon'y
put upon the Constitution by the people «!
large, and if a Vice-President, suoesedin
to the office of President on account of the
disability of the ciected incumbent, shiould
hold on to the oMoe after tha removal of
such disalility, wo might expect to sse a
vory hvely discus=ion as to the trie mean-
ing of this clavss of the Constitution

We make these brief remarks upon this
unset tled brar f the subjsct on acoount
and not be

1thin

of the deep nteiest feolt in i

canse it is redevant to the chief question
now tnder dis which is the meaning
of the word dsability The construction

n' that word cannot he econtrolled or in
Auenoed 1y any consideration respecting
the durat { the Viee-President's terin,
il hee take office on account of the Pres-

wh
dont s inatalty

W her s ities of the offica descend to
the View President all its powers go with
1 hen ol it would be unjust and eruel
ter oxact of him the proper discharge of his

duties without leaving ldm free, with the
o and consent of the Senata, 1o make
his cwn selection of heads of departinents

It 15 only fair toward Gen  Arthur 1o say
that we do not believe that he has ever for
a moment thought of attempting 1o assiins
the offioe of President under any circam -
es that have vet existed, and although
confidence in human nature
we helieyve

PG AT

star
itmay show a
at which sovptios will snile
A have reason 1o believe, that Gien Ar

thar has  from the heginning all nlong
earnestly  desiresd  the recovery of Gen
Ciatfiekd
In our udgment  the United Statos
last seventy davs, have )

during the

senitend the most subiime ‘|n~'u|l'|o in

whaole hstory human  governme:
Fifty millions of peaple governing e
selves Aalstaining «ven from any .
violenew  toward the most abhorred ’
erimina s, the assassin of the Presid.
the great wds collsted along the -
by the passage of the prostrate f
Gen. Gart I through three States g
ing him ever w hvre with n;‘.r‘ﬂ.,\, wile
e A e chrers  that rose s

vyt 1t " fewm! THEe N

' the pewvssaty, rogtine !
' { 1t Eaecutive Department m -

ke nusdy adijusted »

! ehpme  mmchinery’ Wkl
Thoomas JeBerwon ovmald have |
' I this da the Tuiflment of - ! i
hiw And Lryghitest vasions . showing
the government  an  intellgent | st
werting  peopie teally require The &
true Merivid




